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Hereford & Worcester Fire Authority has confirmed funding for re-building Broadway Fire Station.

It will be re-designed and re-built on the current site and all staff
and equipment from the existing station will transfer to the new
facility when it becomes operational. Fire Authority member and
County Councillor Elizabeth Eyre said, “The rebuild is fantastic
news for Broadway and its neighbours. I fought long and hard to
save the station from being closed, ensuring the Authority had all
the information it needed”.

This is part of the Fire Authority’s investment in resilience planning for rural communities. The
current fire station is 55 years old and this is an opportunity to ensure we have a facility that is fit
for modern fire fighting for the years to come. Broadway Fire Station is crewed by 10 to15 on-call
fire fighters and provides cover for an area of around 10 square miles with almost 4,500 residents
living in more than 2,200 properties.
Planning and design work is expected to start in 2019/20 and a schedule for the build project will
be confirmed once tendering processes are complete.

New Fire Station for Broadway

Broadway First School seeks new Governor
Broadway First School is currently recruiting for a  new ‘Co-opted’ Governor  to join the
established Governing Body.
The role of a Governor is wide reaching and demanding. You will need to be a strategic

thinker, have a keen interest in all elements of school life and be able to challenge constructively. Being a
governor is also highly rewarding; having a say in the strategic direction of the school, making a real
difference to pupils’ well-being and the success of their education
If you think you have what it takes to be a Governor, please send your CV with a short explanation of why
you would be suitable for a role on the Governing Body to: office@broadway.worcs.sch.uk
If you would like a confidential chat about the role, please contact our Chair of Governors: Rachel
Clements: rachel@sproink.co.uk

J Ellis   Clerk to Governors   Broadway First School

BIOMECHANIST
Over 45s and Ladies Exercise, Injury

and Nutrition Specialist
GPs, Physios, Yoga/Pilates teachers &
personal trainers amongst his clients.
Telephone 07833 110364 for a free

informal discussion
www.alangordon-health.co.uk

CONGRATULATIONS to Everyone
involved in WEST END to BROADWAY

Once again Lesley Wood and her talented team put
on a splendid Show for the start of the Christmas
Season. Enormous thanks to the producer, director,
designers, artistes, musicians and all who worked so
hard behind the scenes and front of house.
Broadway is justly proud of all of you!
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HOW TO SUBMIT:
The Newsletter is published every other month in January, March, May, July, September and November.
The Editor would love to receive more letters, emails, comments and suggestions from our readers
Next issue & deadline:   March/April 2019 Deadline 1st February Please send phone number for events.
Editor: Janet Mason 01386 852570 editor@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Associate Editor: Barbara Baker 01386 852842 barbara@baker99.com
What’s On/Web Directory:  Julie Cox 01386 898162 calendar@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Advertisements:   Vernon Smith 01386 898162 ads@broadwayvillage.org.uk
See our Guidelines on the website www.broadwayvillage.org.uk/community/newsletter/index.htm
Design & Publishing:  Sally O’Connell   design@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Delivery:                        Terry Reid 01386 858911 delivery@broadwayvillage.org.uk

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS
January 2019
Rivers, fords and leaky stone pipes – Sunday 13st January – MODERATE
This walk passes through tranquil Guiting Power village before passing streams,
fords, woods and a clapper bridge in Kineton. An ideal winter walk, well suited for
this time of year.
3 hours: 5 miles.
Start:  10:00 am Guiting Power village hall car park (donations). OS Map ref: SP 094 246.
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy in places. EASY -
Length may vary but terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some hills and
rough ground. STRENUOUS – may be rough underfoot and ascents and descents may
be steep. We welcome guide and hearing dogs - sorry, others not allowed.
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our conservation and
improvement work.
The Wardens run a full programme of guided walks throughout the Cotswolds. For more
information see www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000, also for any changes to
arrangements such as due to extreme weather.

A piece of Broadway History - Archie Renfrew (1900-1964) RFC and RAF
One hundred years ago on the 10th January 1919 Archie Renfrew’s dream of becoming a pilot was over.
He had left school at the age of seventeen years three months to join the RFC in the summer of 1917,
excited by the technology and the chance to fly. The RFC was a branch of the army at that time and he
was sent to the Uxbridge Armaments School for basic training as a Cadet, his RFC number was 176890.

I have his notebook which reveals the extent of the technical training he received. There are sketches of
aerofoils and aircraft structures and descriptions of how to rig the airframe. There is a section on engines,
the Otto cycle, valve timing, carburation and ignition by magneto; a timetable for a series of lectures on
engines for fortnight 11th February to 22nd February 1918, Lieut. Millar was instructing on carburation on the
13th. A coloured diagram he drew of the “big end” arrangement on a nine cylinder Le Rhone radial engine
impresses. A description of the workings of a Bourdon tube pressure gauge also has a detailed drawing.
There are notes on navigation using maps and the topography of the land; the properties of the
atmosphere and weather. A section describes the use of the machine gun and the loading of 230lb bombs
and how to drop them. Another describes how to do a pre-flight check and in-flight procedures and more.

It was not until the RFC and RNAS merged to form the RAF on 1st April 1918 that Archie’s  fortunes began
to change. On the 22nd August 1918 he passed his Medical Boards examination as “fit for a pilot”. On 5th

October 1918 he left Uxbridge for a posting to Jutland Cadet Squadron where flying training could start. On
1st November he was promoted to Flight Cadet. The excitement must have been exhilarating! Just ten days
later the Armistice was signed, the future had become uncertain, pilots were no longer in short supply. On
9th January 1919 he was posted from 25 T.D.S. to E.P.D. Baldonnell "for dispersal” and on 10th January
1919 he was posted to Dublin Rest Camp “for demob.” The dream was over.

Disappointed, he returned home to Croft Villa in Broadway and prepared to to go to the Royal
Veterinary College. In 1922 he joined his father’s veterinary practice where he worked until
retirement in 1960. He continued his interest in aircraft during WW2 as Chief Observer at the
R.O.C. post near Broadway Tower.

Peter Renfrew.  (Archie’s son)
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Paul Ostrowka: The Barbara Baker Interview
If you were to show people an item of clothing
belonging to someone living in Broadway, who
would be quite likely to name the
owner? The answer is Paul Ostrowka,
proprietor of Ashmore’s dry cleaners,
who this year celebrates 20 years
working there.

“I was born in Bishop’s Cleeve, though my mum
was from Broadway and we moved back and
lived in Smallbrook Road when I was about six
and started school here.

My mother was one of nine and her family, Keyte,
came from Snowshill and have always stayed
around this area. Most young people move out of
the village now. There are fewer jobs, and the
Gordon Russell Factory used to provide a lot of
work. Generations used to stay here, but now
many of the older characters have gone too. My
mother’s father was a gamekeeper, covering
Saintbury to Buckland. He would leave home at
4.00 a.m and later on my grandma would tie
sandwiches round his lurcher’s neck and let it go,
and it would always find my granddad, wherever
he was.

My father was 15 when the Germans invaded
Poland. He was away from home at cadet college
and, remarkably, he and some friends made their
way across Europe into France and came across
to England from Dunkirk! He enrolled in the
British Army, lying about his age, saying he was
18. Because of his cadet training and knowledge
of Polish, Russian and Yugoslavian, he joined the
commandos. After training at Edinburgh Castle,
he did parachute drops in Europe, but he never
told me much, because he lost all his family in
Poland and most of his friends whom he fought
with at Monte Cassino.

When I was young, my father worked nights,
getting home at 8.00 a.m when I went to school.
After he had breakfast, he would work on the land
in Badsey till 1.00 p.m, sleep till 6.00 p.m and go
on the night shift, so for 13 years I only saw him
weekends and holidays. I had several jobs at one
time too. It is a work ethic.

My first job was on the petrol pumps at Trooper’s
Lodge: next at Collins’s Pie Factory in Broadway,
learning butchery and baking. The
slaughterhouse was where the Lygon Spa is now,
and once a whole lorry-load of pigs escaped and
ran down the road towards the Swan! Later, I got
a job in Weston-sub-Edge, for a company making

flat-packed kitchens. Next, I worked for about six
years, near Willersey, on the shop floor of Auto-
Sleepers, who manufacture motor caravans. I
also went to college in Evesham and learned
CAD and worked in the drawing office for another
six years.

I had known Robert Ashmore for
some time, but in 1999 Andrew Riley
bought the business. Whilst I was
doing some refurbishment work in
the dry cleaners, I got offered a job there, so soon
I will have been working there for 20 years!

We live nearby, on the Sands, in Averill Close,
only 30 meters away from fields, with pheasants
coming to the garden, which is the life I have
always had. As children we spent a lot of time in
the summer holidays scrumping and playing in
fields. Now, I think the best time to walk up the
village is early morning, because when it gets
busier, with all the tourists, it’s not your own
anymore. But if we go away, driving back through
Burford, I always think when we get to Stow, we
are back home in the Cotswolds. I have spent all
my life in Broadway and will stay as long as I can.

On Wednesday nights, during the summer, I go
riding round the Cotswolds on my motorbike
alongside friends. I still do a bit of carpentry too,
and I used to do a lot of painting and drawing,
and cleaning is another craft. As in carpentry, you
have to be very precise. There is also a lot of
upkeep of machinery, which I mostly do myself.
We are lucky because some customers have
been with us at least 20 years, and recommend
us, so I don’t need to advertise – it is word of
mouth. In 2004 we bought the business and I
really enjoy it: it is brilliant. Sometimes strange
things are left in pockets, from wads of money to
the remains of a raw hen’s egg! If you can do
something where another cleaner has tried and
failed it is very rewarding.

We have cleaned the Mayor of Campden’s robes
and have our fair share of famous customers.
After one of the royal weddings, we cleaned some
of the bridesmaid’s dresses. Over 20 years, some
of the same Saville Row suits keep coming back.
I am lucky that I do quite a lot of good quality
items. After working with the same customers for
so many years, I don’t have to ask where the
marks are on their clothing. There is quite a lot of
confidentiality involved and it is always
interesting.”
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What’s On - Regular Events:
Mon-Fri term time 9am-3pm Broadway & Towerview Playschool, Jude 01386 853780 / 07922025902
Mon/Tues/Wed t/time Aria Dance Company, classes for ages 5-14; Broadway Youth Club, Arianna 07951277847
MONDAY
Mon 9:15 & 10:30am Cotswold Pilates; Methodist Church Hall, Michele 07929 035262
Mon 11-11:30am Bounce & Rhyme for babies; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Mon 2:30-4pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Leedons Park Broadway, Marian Moore 07887339730
Mon 5:00pm AND 7:00pm   Slimming World, Double Session; Broadway United Football Club, Emma 07762 740237
Mon 7:00-8:30pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Broadway 1st School, Marian Moore  07887339730
3rd Mon 2.30pm Broadway Library Readers group; Broadway Library, Leamington Road, 01905 822722
TUESDAY
Tues 9:15am Pilates @ Childswickham village hall, for info & other exercise classes Tess 07815 949970
Tues 9:30am  Cotswold Pilates; Methodist Church Hall, Michele 07929 035262
Tues 10:00-11:00am  Short Walks; from The Court Back Lane, followed by coffee, Kim 07854717430
Tues 10am-1pm  Art Broadway, all abilities welcome; Lifford Hall Broadway, Christine 07799404490
Tues 10am-1pm Signpost for help & information; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Tues 10:15am-4:30pm  Arts courses; Broadway Museum and Art Gallery, 65 High Street, Broadway, 01386 859047
Tues 4-8pm  Relate (by appointment); Signpost 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Tues 6.30-8pm T’ai Chi – Chen style, suitable for all; URC Hall Broadway, Val 07779 746346
Tues 6:45-9pm  Broadway Whist Drive Club; The Court, Russell's Estate, Patricia 01386 853110
1st Tues 2-4pm Table Games Afternoon for all ages + Refreshments; URC Hall, Mark 07949 296738
2nd Tues 8:30am  Breakfast Book Group; Russell's Restaurant, Elizabeth 01386 858588
2nd Tues 3pm  ‘Tea at Three’ All welcome for a cuppa, cake and company; just pop in; St Michael’s Church
3rd Tues 8:45am  Book Club; Margaret 01386 852120
Last Tues 7:30pm  Broadway Natural History Society; Methodist Hall, 01386 858679 / 01242 620281
WEDNESDAY
Wed 10am-12noon  Knitting Circle; Tisanes Tearooms High St Broadway, Pat 01386 852444
Wed 7-8:30pm Yoga to Relax & Revive; All welcome, Lifford Hall, Enqs Aston 01386 870893
Wed 7:30-9:00pm Broadway Music Makers Rehearsal; URC Hall, Martin 01242 603553
1st Wed 7:30pm  Childswickham Women’s Institute; Childswickham Memorial Hall, Innes Cole 01386 852740
Alt Wed 2-4pm Family History Sessions; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Alt Wed 2-4pm Neighbours on Line, Computer and Internet classes; URC hall, Mark 07949 296738
THURSDAY
Thurs 10am-1pm Signpost for help & information; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Thurs 10.30-11.30am  Coffee Club by C of E Churches. All welcome; No. 32 High St. Broadway, 01386 852352
Thurs 10:30am-12noon Look After Yourself, Exercise to music &Tai Chi; URC hall info Mark 07949 296738
Thurs 2-4pm Todays Our Day, Carers relax & cared-for enjoy activities; URC hall, Mark 07949 296738
Thurs 6-8pm  Broadway Youth Club (ages 5-19); at Broadway Youth Centre, 01386 853013
Thurs 6:30-8pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Broadway 1st School, Marian Moore 07887339730
1st Thurs 10:00am-1pm Broadway Embroidery Group; Methodist Hall, Gill 01386 830604
1st Thurs 3-4pm Cancer Support Group; Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
1st Thurs 8pm The Royal British Legion; Bowling Club, Kennel Lane, Broadway, Les Barnett 01386 858849
2nd Thurs 2-4pm  N.Cotswold U3A Open Afternoon; Willersey Village Hall, John Bissett 01386 859319
Last Thurs 1-3pm Citizens Advice Bureau (appointment advised); Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Alt Thurs 10-12noon Probus Club for retired Business/Professional men; local venue Secretary 01386584331
FRIDAY
Fri 6:30-7pm  Metafit & 7-7:30pm Piyo; both @ Childswickham village hall, For info Tess 07815 949970
Fri 6:30-8:00pm term time Pilots – fun & activities in a Christian environment ages 4-18; info tel. Mark 07949 296738
3rd Fri 2-4pm  Aston Somerville Art. Friendly group/work on yr projects; AS Village Hall, Cliff 01386 858057

This is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability.
Please check with the event organisers to confirm.

Follow us on twitter @broadwaynewslet
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CHURCH SERVICES
St Michael’s C of E: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun 10.30am;
2nd & 4th Sundays 8am and 10.30am; Wed 11am.
St Saviour’s Catholic: Vigil Mass Sat 5pm only.
Daily Mass Tues 10am, Fri 11am.
Methodist: Sun Service 10.30am.

United Reformed Church (URC): Sun 10.30am.
St Eadburgha’s: Evensong 6:00pm on Sundays from
Easter Day until Harvest Festival.
Church open daily 10am to 4pm in winter, later in
summer.

They would be delighted if a team carried the
baton forward and would be happy to advise in
the handover. The ethos of the group is to give
people a reason to get out of the house, enjoy
themselves, meet new people, and – “Feel
better and enjoy life more”.

Could it be an opportunity for a team
to take on a successful activity and
contribute to the life of the
community?

CTIB have been asked if they are
able to support, and we are now in
discussions with some of our other local
community partners including CTIB, and
Rooftop Housing Group at Parsons Gardens
(previously known as Spitfire in Leamington
Road).

Contact Mark if you think you might be able to
help or have further ideas. 07949 296 738.

Mark Pickering

You may be aware that the
Good Lunch Club runs every
two months on the fourth
Thursday from 12.30 to
2.30pm in the Methodist Hall
in Broadway.

It attracts about 32 folk at each session and
costs £6 for a three course meal, (today was
Tomato and Bramley apple soup, lasagne and
vegetables, apple crumble and custard and
coffee). There is also a raffle of items that the
lunchers donate and a quiz.

It has been successfully delivered for over 15
years by a team of five people who source,
cook, serve and organise the whole thing. After
fantastic service to the community for so long,
the team have announced that they are
hanging up their pinnies. The last lunch will be
on 22nd November 2018 in the Childswickham
Village Hall.

Good Lunch Club – can our community keep the pot boiling?

Professional cat grooming in the
comfort of your cat’s home

Established in 1984. Fully Qualified,
Experienced & Insured.

Tel: Carolyn
07429 512442

Email:
cazak63@gmail.com

www.professionalcatgrooming.weebly.com

Stanton Guildhouse
A place to relax and be
creative

New Spring courses starting January 2019
Woodturning, Painting and Pottery
14th Feb Traditional Italian Food
21st Mar Flower Demonstration
28th Mar Rag Rug Making
4th Apr and 4th July Musical evenings

Tel: 01386 584357
www.stantonguildhouse.org.ukVintage Broadway. Station Road.

Photo courtesy of Neil Hilton
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What’s On, Jan - Feb 2019 Events:
EXHIBITIONS
From Sat 9 Feb  ‘The Art of World War II’ - A Personal Collection; Broadway Museum & Art Gallery, 01386 859047

JANUARY
Tues 1 Jan GWR - Last chance to ride this season 01242 621405
Sat 5 Jan 7pm  Twelfth Night Concert in St Michael’s Church; Tickets at Shopwright or 01386 858574
Mon 7 Jan  Spring Term Arts & Craft classes woodwork, painting, etc; Stanton Guildhouse, 01386 584357
Mon 21 Jan 7pm Broadway History Soc talk 'Worcestershire Women Convicts sent to Australia'; Lifford Hall, 852913
Fri 25 Jan 10.30am  RNLI Lecture by Dr Gillian White “Bess of Hardwick”; The Lygon Arms B’way, tickets 01386 852240

FEBRUARY
Tues 5 Feb 6.30 for 7.15pm Film presented by Broadway Cinema Group - look out for the posters; Lifford Hall, tickets on door
Thurs 14 Feb Spring Event - Traditional Italian Food; Stanton Guildhouse, info & booking 01386 584357

This is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability. Please check with the event
organisers to confirm details.

BRETFORTON COMMUNITY SHOP
PLEASE HELP OUR SHOP

Bretforton Shop depends on volunteers who work 2 ½ hour shifts or whatever suits you. You can
assist with essential tasks behind the scenes, help with community events like the monthly ‘Young at

Heart’ lunch group or grow vegetables on our allotment. We have jobs for everyone.
BY GIVING YOU RECEIVE:

● Meet with new people from different walks of life, make new friends and have fun too.
● Enhance your CV and get some valuable work experience.
● Boost your confidence and challenge yourself. Develop and learn new skills.
● Become part of a friendly and dedicated team.
● The shop provides a valuable service to the village and is a place for people to meet.
● Without your support the shop can’t survive, we need you!

To find out more come into the shop for a chat, ring 01386 833616 or email manager@bretshop.org.

Wishing all our readers, contributors and volunteers a very

Happy New Year from the Editorial team.

WW1 Themed
Window Display

Congratulations to
Cotswold Building
Supplies, winners of the
themed window display
organised by the
Broadway branch of the
Royal British Legion
and sponsored by the
Broadway Business
Association to
commemorate the
centenary of the end of
WW1.

Photo courtesy of Cotswold
Building Supplies


