
Page 1

Broadway Newsletter
Reaching over 2000 households in the Parish of Broadway Issue 77  Mar/Apr 2019

Follow us on twitter @broadwaynewslet

Helen Jones has lived in Willersey and more recently in Broadway for nearly 30 years.
In 2004 Helen walked the 177-mile Offa’s Dyke Path, raising £2000 for Cancer Research.
Next spring Helen will be 84.  In memory of her husband and to celebrate her birthday Helen plans
to walk 84 miles, over a 17-day period, in the beautiful countryside around Broadway.  With your
support she hopes to raise another incredible £2000, this time for the charity Mind which is very
close to Helen’s heart and provides help and advice to anyone experiencing mental health
problems.
Helen says, `Every year one in four young people in the UK experience a mental health issue.  It is
amazing to know that the money raised will improve the lives of so many people.  At my age this is
a tough but thrilling challenge.’
Several friends, many from the local U3A walking groups, have volunteered to plan and lead each
of Helen’s 5-mile walks.  If you would like to support Helen’s challenge or even join her on one of
her walks donation/registration forms can be obtained from: Sharon on tel. 01386 858973.
You can also donate by visiting https://www.justgiving.com where you will find ‘Helen’s Walk for
Mind’ in the Fundraisers section.
Please note that for reasons of safety and enjoyment, companion walkers will be limited to 10 on
each walk, unfortunately dogs and children cannot be accommodated.

Mind, the mental health charity, provides advice and support to empower anyone experiencing a mental
health problem. They campaign to improve services, raise awareness and promote understanding. They
won't give up until everyone experiencing a mental health problem gets both support and respect.
www.mind.org.uk  There is also a confidential information and support line, Mind Infoline, available on 0300
123 3393 (lines open 9am - 6pm, Monday – Friday)

Brian Thackeray   tel. 07504911892   e-mail thackeray9@aol.com

Helens walk for

CAR PARKING SPACE AVAILABLE
Rear of 73 High Street, Broadway,

available now for annual rental

Telephone Karl Ward 07734 555887
or email karl@orsuk.com

or further details.

Thank You to all donors to The Tree of Light
2018 which raised £1000.00 for Air
Ambulance.  It shone brightly on the Village
Green throughout the Christmas season and is
a beautiful way to remember loved ones.
Special thanks to the Broadway Hotel which
supplied the electricity.

Dominique Harriman

Broadway Christmas Lights.

Thank you



Page 2

HOW TO SUBMIT:
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The Editor would love to receive more letters, emails, comments and suggestions from our readers
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Editor: Janet Mason 01386 852570 editor@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Associate Editor: Barbara Baker 01386 852842 barbara@baker99.com
What’s On/Web Directory:  Julie Cox 01386 898162 calendar@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Advertisements:   Vernon Smith 01386 898162 ads@broadwayvillage.org.uk
See our Guidelines on the website www.broadwayvillage.org.uk/community/newsletter/index.htm
Design & Publishing:  Sally O’Connell   design@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Delivery:                        Terry Reid 01386 858911 delivery@broadwayvillage.org.uk

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS
March 2019
Bourton-on-the-Water Rissington Circuit – Thursday 14th March – Strenuous 4 hours: 8 miles
A circuit from Bourton-on-the-Water via lakes, Little Rissington, Great Rissington and some road walking  then across
fields back to Bourton. Countryside/scenery. Bring a drink and packed lunch.
Start:  10.00 am Bourton-on-the-Water War Memorial in village centre. OS Map ref: SP 167 207.
War and Shipwreck – Thursday 21st March – Moderate 5 hours: 10 miles
On this circular walk, we’ll discover an unusual war memorial, the link between Broadway and the sink-
ing of the Titanic and hear about another shipwreck at Stanway House. Please bring a packed lunch.
Start: 10.00 am Stanton village car park. OS Map ref: SP 067 344.

Why Willersley? – Tuesday 26th March - Moderate 3 hours: 5 miles.
Another in our series of shorter walks exploring villages and their surroundings in relation to their geology, geography
and history. Some steep climbs and rough paths.
Start:  10.00 am Willersey village hall car park. OS Map ref: SP 105 395.
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may
vary but terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS –
may be rough underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. We welcome guide and hearing dogs -
sorry, others not allowed.
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our conservation and improvement work. The
Wardens run a full programme of guided walks throughout the Cotswolds. For more information see
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000, also for any changes to arrangements such as due to extreme weather.

Broadway Station Update
It has been fairly quiet at the station over

the winter months, in stark contrast with the
frenetic activity this time last year, as final
preparations for opening were in progress. The
exception was the post-Christmas period when
trains returned between Boxing Day and New Year’s
Day. It was a pleasure to see the station in use
again with trains breathing life into the station and
delivering visitors, many of whom headed into
Broadway village.

While trains have not been running our volunteers
have taken the opportunity to catch up on routine
maintenance tasks and fitting out the refreshment
room and kitchen. The steelwork for the footbridge
steps, which was produced by volunteers in the
railway’s steam loco department at Toddington, was
delivered to Broadway by rail and erected at the end
of January.

The other major work to be done is the surfacing of
the forecourt in front of the station building and the

approach road. The work, which is being carried out
by contractors, has involved a lot of preparatory
regrading of the surface, particularly in the forecourt
area. The result will be a great improvement to the
appearance of the station.

Looking back on last year, the railway carried some
144,000 passengers, an increase of around 42% on
the 2017 total of 101,000 in visitor numbers, much
of which is reckoned to be due to the ‘Broadway
effect’.

The 2019 season starts on Saturday 9 March, and
the railway’s popular ‘Wartime in the Cotswolds’
event returns on 26 and 27 April.

More information can be found at www.gwsr.com
and www.broadway-cotswolds.co.uk
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Nigel Tabor: The Barbara Baker Interview
Horses have played a major part in
Nigel Tabor’s life since he was four
years old. Now retired from
international eventing, Nigel is a
convivial, cordial, caring man, who
designs and runs Broadway Horse Trials. I
talked with him at his home in Snowshill Road,
a stone’s throw from where he was born.

“My father came to Broadway when he was
demobbed from the Fleet Air Arm. His uncle
lived in Laverton and his son had died in a car
crash under the railway bridge there, so my
father worked on his uncle’s farm. He used to
go to the local ‘hop’ in the Lifford Hall, and met
my mum, who lived in Collin Lane. They got
married in 1947, a really cold winter, and
moved into the Malt House at Mill Hay. Later
they lived in Lybrook House, where I was born,
and my father farmed the land here, achieving
a lot from very little.

When I was four, my grandfather came back
from Stow Fair with a two-year-old pony for my
cousins, but they weren’t allowed to have it, so I
asked if it could be mine. My father agreed, and
that is where the interest in ponies and horses
came from. My mum always encouraged my
riding, and my father didn’t want me under his
feet, so I spent hours and hours on ponies and
did a lot of competing. I used to ride to
Childswickham School, which I hated, and only
attended sporadically. I pestered my parents to
buy me a bike, but when they bought me one, I
hardly ever used it. I preferred my pony for
transport and used to ride to see friends in
Bretforton and Badsey – all over the place.

I would be gone all day as a child. Sometimes I
would put the pony in with the hounds and join
the hunt. I had a series of very good ponies and
won an awful lot of competitions. I entered all
the local shows and gymkhanas as well as
ones further away. Some years later, I
competed in three-day events (dressage,
showjumping and cross country) at all the main
horse trials: Badminton, Burghley, and
throughout Europe. I was riding and I was also
training horses for clients. Having the hills here
has been a huge benefit for training. We
purchased many of horses from Stow fair – 170
guineas seemed to be the standard price.

Eventually, I went on to produce lots of horses
from scratch that then competed at Olympic
level, for England, Spain, Italy, America.  I am
proud of that success. I was shortlisted for the
Olympics a couple of times myself, but didn’t go
because we always sold the horse, which was
a disappointment. I was buying, training and
riding horses full time, so I didn’t do much
farming because you couldn’t make a living just
farming, then, or now, with a small farm. You
had to diversify to get a living. It is quite tough
to sell your horses just to survive, when you
love them, because they are part of the family.

As I got older, holding horse trials
here seemed to be the next step
forward, so the Broadway Horse
Trials, at Lybrook Farm (Snowshill
Road), started in 2006 – on the first
weekend of May and October. They

have attracted the top riders from all around the
world and are going from strength to strength.
We get more trade stands every year, so more
people come through the gate, and this year we
are going to include dog agility too. It makes a
great walk, watching the cross country event
and maybe doing a bit of shopping here.

We also have a training centre on the farm
now, for riders of all levels. I still teach a few
lessons a week and I look after my herd of beef
cattle.  Being with the horses took me away
from just being on the farm and never meeting
anybody, though Broadway is a lovely
community. The growth of the village is what I
think has changed most. In the past I would
have known nearly everybody, and most
people would know who I was because my
grandfather employed a lot of people. That is
not the case now, but I still have wonderful
memories of the village, like riding my pony
down to the sweet shop, tying him up outside,
and living dangerously by buying wine gums,
which we thought contained alcohol.”
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What’s On - Regular Events:
Mon-Fri term time 9am-3pm Broadway & Towerview Playschool, Jude 01386 853780 / 07922025902
Mon/Tues/Wed t/time Aria Dance Company, classes for ages 5-14; Broadway Youth Club, Arianna 07951277847
Mon 1.30-2.15pm t/time NEW Boogie Beat Music&Movement classes baby-6 yrs; Broadway Youth Club, 07725 362167
MONDAY
Mon 9:15 & 10:30am Cotswold Pilates; Methodist Church Hall, Michele 07929 035262
Mon 9.30am-3pm NEW Age UK; Signpost Broadway. Info/book a session, Age UK Hereford & Worcs 01905 740950
Mon 11-11:30am Bounce & Rhyme for babies; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Mon 2:30-4pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Leedons Park Broadway, Marian Moore 07887339730
Mon 5:00pm AND 7:00pm   Slimming World, Double Session; Broadway United Football Club, Emma 07762 740237
Mon 7:00-8:30pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Broadway 1st School, Marian Moore  07887339730
3rd Mon 2.30pm Broadway Library Readers group; Broadway Library, Leamington Road, 01905 822722
TUESDAY
Tues 9:15am Pilates @ Childswickham village hall, for info & other exercise classes Tess 07815 949970
Tues 9:30am  Cotswold Pilates; Methodist Church Hall, Michele 07929 035262
Tues 10:00-11:00am  Short Walks; from The Court Back Lane, followed by coffee, Kim 07854717430
Tues 10am-1pm  Art Broadway, all abilities welcome; Lifford Hall Broadway, Christine 07799404490
Tues 10am-1pm Signpost for help & information; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Tues 10:15am-4:30pm  Arts courses; Broadway Museum and Art Gallery, 65 High Street, Broadway, 01386 859047
Tues 4-8pm  Relate (by appointment); Signpost 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Tues 6.30-8pm T’ai Chi – Chen style, suitable for all; URC Hall Broadway, Val 07779 746346
Tues 6:45-9pm  Broadway Whist Drive Club; The Court, Russell's Estate, Patricia 01386 853110
1st Tues 2-4pm Table Games Afternoon for all ages + Refreshments; URC Hall, Mark 07949 296738
2nd Tues 8:30am  Breakfast Book Group; Russell's Restaurant, Elizabeth 01386 858588
2nd Tues 3pm  ‘Tea at Three’ All welcome for a cuppa, cake and company; just pop in; St Michael’s Church
3rd Tues 8:45am  Book Club; Margaret 01386 852120
Last Tues 7:30pm  Broadway Natural History Society; Methodist Hall, 01386 858679 / 01242 620281
WEDNESDAY
Wed 10am-12noon  Knitting Circle; Tisanes Tearooms High St Broadway, Pat 01386 852444
Wed 12.30-1.30pm NEW Line dancing: Leedons Park Hall Childswickham Road, Broadway, Kleo 01386 858905
Wed 7-8:30pm Yoga to Relax & Revive; All welcome, Lifford Hall, Enqs Aston 01386 870893
1st Wed 7:30pm  Childswickham Women’s Institute; Childswickham Memorial Hall, Innes Cole 01386 852740
Alt Wed 2-4pm Family History Sessions; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Alt Wed 2-4pm Neighbours on Line, Computer and Internet classes; URC hall, Mark 07949 296738
THURSDAY
Thurs 10am-1pm Signpost for help & information; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Thurs 10.30-11.30am  Coffee Club by C of E Churches. All welcome; No. 32 High St. Broadway, 01386 852352
Thurs 10:30am-12noon Look After Yourself, Exercise to music &Tai Chi; URC hall info Mark 07949 296738
Thurs 2-4pm Todays Our Day, Carers relax & cared-for enjoy activities; URC hall, Mark 07949 296738
Thurs 6-8pm  Broadway Youth Club (ages 5-19); at Broadway Youth Centre, 01386 853013
Thurs 6:30-8pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Broadway 1st School, Marian Moore 07887339730
1st Thurs 10:00am-1pm Broadway Embroidery Group; Methodist Hall, Gill 01386 830604
1st Thurs 3-4pm Cancer Support Group; Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
1st Thurs 8pm The Royal British Legion; Bowling Club, Kennel Lane, Broadway, Les Barnett 01386 858849
2nd Thurs 2-4pm  N.Cotswold U3A Open Afternoon; Willersey Village Hall, John Bissett 01386 859319
Last Thurs 1-3pm Citizens Advice Bureau (appointment advised); Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Alt Thurs 10-12noon Probus Club for retired Business/Professional men; local venue Secretary 01386584331
FRIDAY
Fri 6:30-7pm  Metafit & 7-7:30pm Piyo; both @ Childswickham village hall, For info Tess 07815 949970
Fri 6:30-8:00pm term time Pilots – fun & activities in a Christian environment ages 4-18; info tel. Mark 07949 296738
3rd Fri 2-4pm  Aston Somerville Art. Friendly group/work on yr projects; AS Village Hall, Cliff 01386 858057

This is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability.
Please check with the event organisers to confirm.

Follow us on twitter @broadwaynewslet
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CHURCH SERVICES
St Michael’s C of E: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun 10.30am;
2nd & 4th Sundays 8am and 10.30am; Wed 11am.
St Saviour’s Catholic: Vigil Mass Sat 5pm only.
Daily Mass Tues 10am, Fri 11am.
Methodist: Sun Service 10.30am.

United Reformed Church (URC): Sun 10.30am.
St Eadburgha’s: Evensong 6:00pm on Sundays from
Easter Day until Harvest Festival.
Church open daily 10am to 4pm in winter, later in
summer.

FRIDAY 5th APRIL 7.30pm at St
Michaels and All Angels Church
Avon Singers presents Shulah
Oliver with Selina Bella String

Quartet & soloist Rachel Milestone

A programme of inspirational music including
Morten Lauridsen, Cole Porter, Standford and
featuring Song of Songs by Patrick Hawes.

Tickets available at St Michaels or from Helen
on 01386 840709

I caught up with Pat Wallace who is the current chair of Signpost and who has volunteered
there for the past 5 years. “There are few services present in Broadway so how do you go
about accessing them, or even knowing what they are ?” said Pat. “Due to the location of

Broadway near to county borders and local towns the appropriate service that people require can lay in
different directions. Our role is help people access the right services quickly by pointing them in the right
direction, hence the name ‘Signpost’. We don’t give advice but rather facilitate access to local services
whether statutory or voluntary.”

Signpost was founded in 1999 as a registered charity. “Despite the chocolate box appearance of Broadway
we do get asked a broader array of queries than many residents would credit, from how to access to
benefits to how to complain about a dead cat on the road” for example says Pat. “The attraction as a
volunteer is that no two mornings are the same because people’s requirements are so varied.”

“We are getting some younger clients and whereas more people used to visit in person we now get more
phone or email queries. We increasingly get asked for support on accessing services by computer and now
phone though. As more services go on line and organisations such as banks thin out from the high street it
can be easy to feel isolated if you can’t navigate the changing technology.”

“We are always on the lookout for new volunteers,” said Pat “people who are interested in people and able
to put them at their ease. It can be very tempting to try to give advice but our brief is very much to point
people in the direction of qualified advice givers. Confidentiality is of paramount importance as we may be
hearing about the requirements of friends and neighbours. No one wants to stroll into the pub and find that
their personal challenges have become general gossip. Finally we would welcome people who are tech
savvy as the environment is evolving very rapidly. There is a great team spirit amongst the volunteers and
training and support can be given. No prior experience necessary as they say” concludes Pat.

Signpost also provides photocopying and printing services for a small charge. They are located at 4 Russell
Square and are open Monday, Tuesday and Thursday  1000-1300. They can be contacted on 01386
859029 or by email at signpostbroadway@btconnect.com

Vernon Smith

Signpost in Broadway

CASS & Friends Snowdon Triple Challenge 2019
Fiona Carter’s next fundraising event supporting young athletes in the wider
Broadway area is a Snowdon Triple Challenge. Taking place 10th-11th ay 2019
covering 24.5 miles by trekking, cycling and kayaking. More info at https:;
//www.adventurousewe.co.uk/cassfriends-snowdon-triple-challenge/  or email
fionacarter@btinternet.com.
Good luck Fiona!
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Broadway Museum & Art Gallery:  Special exhibition 9th February – 16th May 2019
The Art of World War II: A personal collection.

Broadway Museum and Art Gallery is hosting a special exhibition from 9th February until 16th May
2019 featuring art from World War II, which forms part of the personal collection of art dealer and
museum trustee, John Noott.
The exhibition features a wide range of styles and images from the war including Bernard Scott's
Kindertransport, 1940; Pearl Falconer's   A Fond Farewell, 1944, showing a soldier's goodbye kiss
and Tube Escalator During a Raid, from around 1940, showing people seeking shelter from the
blitz . The artworks are by gifted amateurs and professional artists.
John was seven when war was declared and began collecting the pieces over 40 years ago when
he became a professional art dealer. As he found original artworks from the war years he started
putting them to one side.
In a book about the collection, John wrote, “I realised that it was reflecting a major part of my early
life – I closely identified with many of the works – places and incidents that I had long forgotten
began to have relevance”.

Become a Benefactor or Friend of Broadway Arts Festival in 2019!

The generosity of our Benefactors and Friends enables the festival to make annual grants to local young
people studying the arts, to provide a free, inspiring programme of arts in our local schools and to maintain
a smaller programme of events in 2019 as we build up to our next big festival planned for June 5-14 in
2020.
Benefactors & Friends will have priority booking for all 2019 events including:
• Enigma Duo harp & violin concert & buffet at Broadway Tower on 6th June
• Noel Coward evening with Peter Gill at the Lifford Hall on 22nd November
• Creative workshops (to be announced)
You will also receive an invitation to the Private View of our Art Postcard Exhibition & Auction at Little
Buckland Gallery on 7th July - watch this space for more details coming soon!
2019 Benefactors will also receive an invitation to lunch at the Dormy House Hotel on 18th May.
Find out more and download the application form on the website at www.broadwayartsfestival.com

Wychavon District Council’s Community
Recognition Awards
Derek and Philippa Wakelin, pictured with Councillor
Liz Eyre, are recognised for their community
contribution, including support for the Broadway
Newsletter, 4th February 2019
Congratulations!

Frosty morning
Photo credit: Barbara Baker
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Broadway Players looking ahead...........
Following its recent successful production, ‘West End to Broadway’, Broadway Players is now
busy planning ahead for 2019/2020 and keen to ‘recruit’ more local people to its popular group. If
you can do any of the following and are looking to be part of a friendly group who work hard but
have lots of laughs along the way, then Broadway Players would love to hear from you!

● Act, sing or dance - or all three! All ages welcome.
● Would-be Directors/ Assistant Directors to give our hardworking Directors a well earned

rest! Whether you have a burning desire to direct a musical, panto, play or farce we are
interested to hear your ideas.

● Musicians – we have some great musicians on board but are looking to expand the
Broadway Players’ band!

● Front of House Manager(s) suit a single/couple who will take over the organisation of the
front of house areas inc. bar, soft refreshments, raffle, ticket office etc. and head the team
of helpers.

For further information please contact Lesley on 01386 853530 or email: green_proj@hotmail.com

A massive thank you to you all for supporting us in the Broadway Newsletter during 2018, it is
most appreciated.  It helps massively!

Lesley Wood

Nomads-rolling, rolling, rolling
A big thank you to all supporters of Nomads
Community Bus.
Thanks to you - and the generous donations of
many appreciative travellers – we are delighted
to announce that we are able to run the bus for
our local community until 7 March 2020.
We have taken more than 2,000 passengers to
local clubs and to far-flung places.  This is our
third year “for local people, by local people” run
entirely by unpaid volunteers.
Please let us know if your group or club might
be interested in using the 17-seater minibus that
has a tail-lift to help people get on board.
Do let us know if you would like to make a
donation or sponsor us as we drive towards a
community where people feel better and enjoy
life, or you might like to volunteer to drive
occasionally for a group.  Why not come on
board?

Mark Pickering 07949 296 738

Nigel and Rebecca would like to thank the kind
and honest person who found our dropped
debit card in the village on 08/12/18 and
reported it to the bank anonymously.  We are
very grateful.

From Rev. Michelle Ward:
We would like to  thank everyone who helped with the Broadway
Community Christmas Food Hampers and those who donated either
money or food. We were able to put together 25 food parcels / hampers.

A word of thanks to all the team for the
Newsletter which is always so informative and
beautifully presented. I hear many very
favourable comments up and down our village. It
has been said, “We look forward to the Broadway
Newsletter much more than the Evesham
Journal!”

Dominique Harriman
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What’s On, Mar - Apr 2019 Events:
EXHIBITIONS
Till Thurs 16 May  ‘The Art of World War II’ - A Personal Collection; Broadway Museum & Art Gallery, 01386 859047
Thur 18–Mon 22 Apr 10-5pm       The Vale of Evesham Art Society Spring Exhb; Lifford Hall, Broadway. Free entry/items for sale
From Sat 18 May                          ‘Painting Faces: The Art of Flattery’; Broadway Museum & Art Gallery 01386 859047

MARCH
Thurs 7 March 7 pm  Talk ‘The British Fiasco in Norway’ by Sir John Kiszely; Broadway Museum & Art Gallery 859047
Fri 8 Mar 7.30pm Alcester Male voice choir; St Michaels Church, Tickets from Shopwright and St. Michaels
Sat 9 Mar  GWR The Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway, start of 2019 season;  01242 621405
Thurs 24 March 7 pm Talk ‘Blink & You'll Miss It’ by Willard Wigan MBE; Broadway Museum & Art Gallery 01386 859047
APRIL
Wed 3 Apr 6.30-8.30pm Defibrillator training course (Free); Signpost 4 Russell Square, Broadway, to book 01386 859029
Fri 5 Apr 7.30pm Concert by Avon Singers; St Michaels Church, Tickets at St. Michaels or Helen 01386 840709
Wed 10 Apr 6.30-8.30pm Defibrillator training course (Free); Signpost 4 Russell Square, Broadway, book 01386 859029
Mon 22 Apr  GWR Easter Eggspress - Easter fun at Winchcombe station, no need to book, 01242 621405
Th/Fr/Sat 25/26/27 Apr 7.30pm  Show ‘The Best of British’ - Willersey Footlights; Willersey Village Hall, tickets 01386 858601
Sat/Sun 27/28 Apr  GWR 'Wartime in the Cotswolds' weekend (all stns) 01242 621405
This is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability. Please check
with the event organisers to confirm details.

Wartime in the Cotswolds with Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Steam Railway -

Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th April:

This GWSR event will Take place the whole weekend, with train travellers dressed in 1940's
period costume. Travel on a train between Cheltenham Racecourse Station and Broadway
on a beautiful heritage railway line. Take a light-hearted trip back to the 1940s. This year
there will be music and vehicles at Broadway village station.  Members of the public in
Broadway are encouraged to wear British 1940's period dress, either military or civilian.
If you would like to ride on a train, you may wish to order your train tickets in advance at:
https://gwsr.vticket.co.uk/product.php/108/wartime-in-the-cotswolds

Our common humanity
Pao Chao was a Chinese poet of the later part of the Six Dynasties writing in about AD
450, probably, in what is now Nanjing. Much of his modern renown is due to the
beautiful translations by Arthur Waley. His work covered many subjects, including the
intensely personal; one of the poems that I find deeply moving is called ‘Dreaming of a
Dead Lady’. It concludes:

‘I stood beside her where she lay,
But suddenly woke and she was not there:
And none knew how long my soul was torn,
How the tears fell surging over my breast.’

About twelve hundred years later and five and a half thousand miles away, the great English poet, John
Milton, went blind. He never saw his second wife, who died in childbirth but, one night, he dreamed of her
and the result was Sonnet XXIII, ‘Methought I saw my late espoused Saint...’ The last, searing four lines
wrench him back to the reality of the loss of both his love and his sight:

‘Love, sweetness, goodness in her person shin’d
So clear, as in no face with more delight.
But, O, as to embrace me she enclin’d,
I wak’d, she fled, and day brought back my night.’

Although Milton travelled widely in Europe we can be fairly sure that he knew nothing of Fifth Century
Chinese poetry. Yet, here he is writing in a similar way and of a similar experience as did Pao Chao. Should
that not teach us that however disparate we may be in time, distance and culture from other people, we
share our humanity with them?


