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Broadway Newsletter
Reaching over 2000 households in the Parish of Broadway Issue 75 Nov / Dec 2018

Follow us on twitter @broadwaynewslet

To commemorate the Centenary of the end of WW1 the Broadway branch of
the Royal British Legion has invited village shops and businesses to enter a
themed window display and competition from 1st to 11th November 2018.
The panel of judges, headed by The Lord Lieutenant of Worcestershire, Lt Col
Patrick Holcroft LVO OBE DL, will tour the displays. Commemorative plaques,
generously sponsored by Broadway Business Association, will be awarded for
1st, 2nd and 3rd places. Please take the time to view the participating window
displays in the days leading up to Remembrance Sunday 11th November
2018.

All are welcome to attend The Remembrance Sunday Service which will commence at the War
Memorial on the Green at 10.50 am and continue in St Michael & All Angels church.

Poppy Appeal 2018
WW1 Centenary of the Armistice 1918 - 2018

Late Night Christmas Shopping
Friday 30th November & 5th December  5.30pm – 8.30pm.
Experience the magical atmosphere of Christmas in Broadway with two special late
night shopping events. Relax and enjoy wonderful independent shops, festive food,
lights, music and entertainment.
For more information visit www.broadway-cotswolds.co.uk.
Supported by the Broadway Business Association.

  Concert January 5th at 7pm
SSt. Michael’s Church,
   Broadway

Broadway continues its tradition of Twelfth Night
Concerts with music to celebrate the close of the
Christmas season.   Pieces include original
settings from Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, Die
heiligen drei Könige aus Morgenland  by R
Strauss, a new arrangement of Brightest and
Best of the Sons of the Morning and a newly
commissioned work by Simon Austin
entitled Noblesse Oblige. In true tradition of
Twelfth Night, there will be party pieces and
surprises in the second part of the concert!
Tickets £18.00 at Shopwright from November
20th or Mrs. Sanford, ThePools, Snowshill Road
Broadway  WR12 7JS  Please include SAE.
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HOW TO SUBMIT:
The Newsletter is published every other month in January, March, May, July, September and November.
The Editor would love to receive more letters, emails, comments and suggestions from our readers
Next issue & deadline:   Jan/Feb 2019 Deadline 1st December Please send phone number for events.
Editor: Janet Mason 01386 852570 editor@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Associate Editor: Barbara Baker 01386 852842 barbara@baker99.com
What’s On/Web Directory:  Julie Cox 01386 898162 calendar@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Advertisements:   Vernon Smith 01386 898162 ads@broadwayvillage.org.uk
See our Guidelines on the website www.broadwayvillage.org.uk/community/newsletter/index.htm
Design & Publishing:  Sally O’Connell   design@broadwayvillage.org.uk
Delivery:                        Terry Reid 01386 858911 delivery@broadwayvillage.org.uk

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS
November 2018
Wool, Stone and the Great Fire of London – Thursday 1st November - Moderate
The walk starts from the ancient wool town of Northleach with its many 15th and
16th century buildings. We cross rolling farmland, lakes and streams to the village of Farmington,
famed for its local stone. We return to Northleach where lunch is available at pubs and cafes.
3 hours: 5 miles.
Start:  10:00 am Northleach market square. OS Map ref: SP 113 146.
Battles and Brewing in Stow – Thursday 8th November - Moderate
The walk will take us, via Broadwell, to the monument to the Battle of Stow where we will hear about the historic
event. The return is through varied countryside to Stow where we explore Stow's brewing past.
3 hours: 6 miles.
Start: 10:00 am Stow-on-the-Wold village green, old stocks. OS Map ref: SP 192 258.

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as walks may be steep and muddy in places. EASY - Length may
vary but terrain is mainly flat (level); MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground. STRENUOUS
– may be rough underfoot and ascents and descents may be steep. We welcome guide and hearing
dogs - sorry, others not allowed.
Walks are free although we do invite donations to help fund our conservation and improvement work. The Wardens
run a full programme of guided walks.For more information see www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000, also
for any changes to arrangements such as due to extreme weather.

HMS BROADWAY Remembered
Broadway Museum and Art Gallery is proud to possess the bell that once belonged to
HMS Broadway, a Destroyer of the Town Class, part of the Royal Navy’s fleet in the
Second World War. The bell was salvaged when the ship was decommissioned in 1948
and had been displayed at the Lygon Arms until, following the recent refit at the hotel, a
new home was needed.
HMS Broadway, launched in 1920, was built in the US and named USS Hunt. The ship
was one of 50 US Navy destroyers transferred to the
Royal Navy as part of the Destroyers for Bases
Agreement between the US and UK reached on
September 2, 1940.
The museum is preparing a space to display the bell,

the history of the ship and Doug Eyre’s painting depicting its most famous
engagement.  This engagement with a German Uboat, led to the capture
of an Enigma machine and codebooks which aided the code breakers at
Bletchley Park.
Come to the Museum and learn more about this fascinating piece of
history.
In 1941 the BBC was preparing a series about the places after which ex
US ships had been named; each name being known in both countries.
When the Parish Council was informed, a furious row broke out.  The chairman, Mr. Arthur Williams, and
Councillor, Gordon Russell appealed to the Minister of Home Security strongly objecting to unnecessary
publicity and possibly menace to the village if the enemy heard the programme. The MP, Mr. Rupert de la
Bere, also took up the matter with the minister and the Director General of the BBC.
Finally, the official view was that, “the proposed broadcast would not adversely affect Broadway or
endanger it in any way”. The 15 minute talk took place at 3.15pm on 4th January 1941.

Information supplied by Karen Uppal of Broadway Museum and Maj. Michael Ayshford-Sanford
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Gordon Franks: The Barbara Baker Interview
Bringing out the potential in other people has
played an important part in Gordon Frank’s life.
Here he recounts some of his own experiences.

“We bought our first house in Broadway, in Morris
Road, in 1989, when we were actually living in
Birmingham. Broadway was a great place to visit
and we built up a relationship with local people
too. We had always dreamt about living here
permanently and made a list of the kind of house
we would like. In 1995, a nearby house came up
for sale, with a bit of land, which ticked all the
boxes, so we bought it and have lived there ever
since.
I was born just outside Birmingham and went to a
local school and really valued my childhood and
the freedom I had. After college I went into the
construction industry but it didn’t really suit me.
Later I worked at W.J. Whitall as a young training
officer, and found that to be my passion,
especially trying to get people from trade into
management and encouraging their creativity.
I also had a fun time working for the City Council
in Birmingham in the late 1970s. I took over from
Edwina Curry as Chairman of Social Services, the
largest Social Services in the world (because it
wasn’t broken down, as in, say, London). It was
actually left in a bit of a mess, so we went through
some major reform. Price Waterhouse reviewed
the whole department and gave some very
negative feedback about the service we were
trying to provide. Our plan of reform involved
removing various tiers of management that were
delaying decisions, but it was very controversial,
and the unions were of the view that we were just
cost-cutting. I was vilified as Frankenstein, the
monster, and about 20 people with placards
demonstrated outside a social services office

opposite a pub where I happened to be having
lunch!
In 1982 I decided to set up a company of my own,
doing what I believed in, providing training for
young people to fulfill their potential. In those
days there was a lot of unemployment and many
poorly educated people entering industry with no
aspirations. Employees, whose companies were
given a grant to pay for our training, set up a
virtual company so they could begin to
understand how business worked and their role in
it. They also went on a residential course in the
Lake District with challenges like orienteering and
abseiling, where they developed confidence. At
the end they gave a presentation, which was
amazing, because they had acquired such
knowledge and their managers were so
impressed.
I am still involved, though have just retired from
my company, but my work there has informed
much that I do in Broadway (Parish Councilor and
trustee of the Lifford Hall). I have such belief in
people, and volunteers, in particular, play
increasingly important roles in village life. The
Cinema Club, for example, provides a facility for
entertainment as well as a place to meet people.
A lot of the things we are doing with the
Neighbourhood Plan are about people: their
quality of life; their health and wellbeing;
maintaining the facilities; and retaining the
character as well as the vibrancy of the village –
its beauty and its wonderful harmony. We need to
evolve in the future (with, for instance, electric
cars), and meet the needs of villagers. We also
need to provide more affordable housing for
people who work here, whilst retaining the
tranquility and the community spirit, so that
Broadway doesn’t lose its specialness.”

     Open 10am-4pm everyday November and December

Following  the appointment of Operations Assistant Kathryn Jackson, the Broadway Museum and Art Gallery is
delighted to announce that it is now open 7 days a week.
Kathryn has a degree in archaeology and a masters specialising in human remains. She is keen to  expand the
exhibits at the museum; she is hoping to include displays about Broadway’s early history and to show how the building
worked when it was a coaching inn.
The popular exhibition of Micro-Sculptures, In the Eye of a Needle, featuring the work of Dr. Willard Wigan, will
remain until 19th December. The exhibition of prints by Manet, Pissario and their contemporaries, Making an
Impression,  is also open until 19th December.

Broadway Arts Festival Management Committee seeks Enthusiastic Volunteers
Following the huge success of the 2018 Broadway Arts Festival, the Management Committee is
looking for volunteers to join our fun and dynamic team to plan the 2020 Festival.

If you have organisational and computing skills, an interest in the arts and some free time, we would like to hear from
you. This is your chance to be part of something creative and exciting which involves the whole village.
Further information contact Karen Bloch 07769695889 or karenbloch@broadwayartsfestival.com.
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What’s On - Regular Events:
Mon-Fri term time 9am-3pm Broadway & Towerview Playschool, Jude 01386 853780 / 07922025902
Mon/Tues/Wed t/time Aria Dance Company, classes for ages 5-14; Broadway Youth Club, Arianna 07951277847
MONDAY
Mon 9:15 & 10:30am Cotswold Pilates; Methodist Church Hall, Michele 07929 035262
Mon 11-11:30am Bounce & Rhyme for babies; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Mon 2:30-4pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Leedons Park Broadway, Marian Moore 07887339730
Mon 5:00pm AND 7:00pm   Slimming World, Double Session; Broadway United Football Club, Emma 07762 740237
Mon 7:00-8:30pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Broadway 1st School, Marian Moore  07887339730
3rd Mon 2.30pm Broadway Library Readers group; Broadway Library, Leamington Road, 01905 822722
TUESDAY
Tues 9:15am Pilates @ Childswickham village hall, for info & other exercise classes Tess 07815 949970
Tues 9:30am  Cotswold Pilates; Methodist Church Hall, Michele 07929 035262
Tues 10:00-11:00am  Short Walks; from The Court Back Lane, followed by coffee, Kim 07854717430
Tues 10am-1pm  Art Broadway, all abilities welcome; Lifford Hall Broadway, Christine 07799404490
Tues 10am-1pm Signpost for help & information; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Tues 10:15am-4:30pm  Arts courses; Broadway Museum and Art Gallery, 65 High Street, Broadway, 01386 859047
Tues 4-8pm  Relate (by appointment); Signpost 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Tues 6.30-8pm T’ai Chi – Chen style, suitable for all; URC Hall Broadway, Val 07779 746346
Tues 6:45-9pm  Broadway Whist Drive Club; The Court, Russell's Estate, Patricia 01386 853110
1st Tues 2-4pm Table Games Afternoon for all ages + Refreshments; URC Hall, Mark 07949 296738
2nd Tues 8:30am  Breakfast Book Group; Russell's Restaurant, Elizabeth 01386 858588
2nd Tues 3pm NEW ‘Tea at Three’ All welcome for a cuppa, cake and company; just pop in; St Michael’s Church
3rd Tues 8:45am  Book Club; Margaret 01386 852120
Last Tues 7:30pm  Broadway Natural History Society; Methodist Hall, 01386 852747
WEDNESDAY
Wed 10am-12noon  Knitting Circle; Tisanes Tearooms High St Broadway, Pat 01386 852444
Wed 7-8:30pm Yoga to Relax & Revive; All welcome, Lifford Hall, Enqs Aston 01386 870893
Wed 7:30-9:00pm Broadway Music Makers Rehearsal; URC Hall, Martin 01242 603553
1st Wed 7:30pm  Childswickham Women’s Institute; Childswickham Memorial Hall, Innes Cole 01386 852740
3rd Wed 2:30pm Broadway Library Readers group; Broadway Library, Leamington Road, 01905 822722
Alt Wed 2-4pm Family History Sessions; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Alt Wed 2-4pm Neighbours on Line, Computer and Internet classes; URC hall, Mark 07949 296738
THURSDAY
Thurs 10am-1pm Signpost for help & information; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Thurs 10.30-11.30am  Coffee Club by C of E Churches. All welcome; No. 32 High St. Broadway, 01386 852352
Thurs 10:30am-12noon Look After Yourself, Exercise to music &Tai Chi; URC hall info Mark 07949 296738
Thurs 2-4pm Todays Our Day, Carers relax & cared-for enjoy activities; URC hall, Mark 07949 296738
Thurs 6-8pm  Broadway Youth Club (ages 5-19); at Broadway Youth Centre, 01386 853013
Thurs 6:30-8pm  Hatha Yoga – all welcome; Broadway 1st School, Marian Moore 07887339730
1st Thurs 10:00am-1pm Broadway Embroidery Group; Methodist Hall, Gill 01386 830604
1st Thurs 3-4pm Cancer Support Group; Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
1st Thurs 8pm The Royal British Legion; Bowling Club, Kennel Lane, Broadway, Les Barnett 01386 858849
2nd Thurs 2-4pm  N.Cotswold U3A Open Afternoon; Willersey Village Hall, John Bissett 01386 859319
Last Thurs 1-3pm Citizens Advice Bureau (appointment advised); Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Alt Thurs 10-12noon Probus Club for retired Business/Professional men; local venue Secretary 01386584331
FRIDAY
Fri 6:30-7pm  Metafit & 7-7:30pm Piyo; both @ Childswickham village hall, For info Tess 07815 949970
Fri 6:30-8:00pm term time Pilots – fun & activities in a Christian environment ages 4-18; info tel. Mark 07949 296738
3rd Fri 2-4pm NEW Aston Somerville Art. Friendly group/work on yr projects; AS Village Hall, Cliff 01386 858057

This is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability.
Please check with the event organisers to confirm.

Follow us on twitter @broadwaynewslet

www.broadway-cotswolds.co.uk
http://bridgestobroadway.blogspot.com
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CHURCH SERVICES
St Michael’s C of E: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun 10.30am; 2nd & 4th
Sundays 8am and 10.30am; Wed 11am.
Mon 24 Dec 5pm Christingle Service. 7.30pm Carol Service.
11.30pm Midnight Communion.

Tue 25 Dec 10.30am Christmas Agape Service.
St Saviour’s Catholic: Vigil Mass Sat 5pm only. Daily Mass Tues
10am, Fri 11am.
Mon 12 Nov 10.45am “A children’s time of remembrance” service led
by the children of St Mary’s Catholic and Broadway First schools
Methodist: Sun Service 10.30am.
United Reformed Church (URC): Sun 10.30am. Sun 4 Nov starts
“A Week to Remember” open church - for people to remember those
lost & injured in war. Further info from the URC
St Eadburgha’s: Evensong 6:00pm on Sundays from Easter Day
until Harvest Festival.
Church open daily 10am to 4pm in winter, later in summer.
Sun 9 Dec 12.15pm Advent Carol service in St Eadburgha’s Church
– please dress warmly.

Broadway Station Update
The railway’s season is over and we are

reflecting on the success of the extension
to Broadway and lessons learned. Santa
Specials run in December but will not be coming
to Broadway. Trains will run from Broadway
between Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 2019.
Do come, the mince pies are very good!
At the station work on the refreshment room and
kitchen continues with painting and the installation
of a period fireplace. The target for its opening is March
2019. A picnic area with a GWR replica bench has been
laid out in an enclosure at the rear of the platform. When
the grass has grown it will be a good spot for watching
the trains. Carpenters have been making litter bin covers
from surplus timber and there are several painted in
GWR colours. Production of picnic tables continues and
we have a fourth under construction. These tables,
situated where the platform is at its widest, have proved
to be popular with visitors. The Friends of Broadway
Station took a gazebo to the village green to promote the
railway and fly the flag for Broadway Station at the
Broadway Horticultural Show.
In September tree surgeons felled some dangerous
trees,work approved by Wychavon District Council.

Despite the large amount of timber removed, there still
remains good cover and pine needles continue to drop in
large quantities!
Bridge Works. The installation of a collision protection
beam was completed on schedule. It is not easy to see
the beam from a passing vehicle; the best way to
appreciate the work is to stand underneath the bridge and
look up at the beam and its supporting brackets. The
beams spanning the road are 10.5m long, filled with
concrete and each weighs about 5 tonnes. The system is
designed to take the impact from a lorry travelling at
45mph, deflecting elastically by no more than 150mm,
before returning to normal. This should ensure that the
bridge steelwork is not touched.

More details of these two events can be found at
www.gwsr.com and www.broadway-cotswolds.co.uk.
For those  who want to keep abreast of progress on a
regular basis, a blog detailing our work at the station can
be found at: http://broadwaystationgroup.blogspot.co.uk .
A blog giving details of the tracklaying can be found at:
http:/broadwayextensionblog.blogspot.co.uk
A blog detailing the bridge work can be found at:
http://bridgestobroadway.blogspot.com.

John Blofield

The Heart of Broadway
St Michael and All Angels has been at the heart of Broadway since 1840. It was built as a chapel
of convenience when the village centre moved, leaving the ancient parish church of St Ead-
burgha's at the edge.
Generations of Broadway villagers have been christened and married at St. Michael’s and it is
where they mourned their loved ones as they crossed the final bar.
In recent years the Church has become an important venue for concerts and art festival events.
Many ramblers like to call in to enjoy the Victorian architecture and to see the stained glass
windows as they walk the Cotswold Way. Sadly this beautiful church is beginning to fall into disrepair. Rev. Shellie
and the PCC have asked me to set up a  'Friends of St Michael and All Angels' to support and maintain the fabric of
this lovely Church.  If you would like to support the work of The Friends of St Michael and All Angels please contact:
 Mr Clifford Grier  6 Foster Drive  Broadway WR12 7EA Email- cliffgrier@me.com  Tel 01386 858057  Mob. 07942
973 675.

Broadway Arts Festival wins "Best Festival or Event" at the Visit Worcestershire
Awards of Excellence 2018.
The award was presented to Karen Bloch by historian and author Professor Kate Williams at a ceremony in
Worcester on 11th September.
The 2018 festival was bigger and more diverse than previously, attracting thousands of visitors from across
the UK and abroad. The programme of arts events included celebrity speakers who inspired, encouraged and
entertained everyone with an interest in the arts.
As a charitable trust, arts grants are made to local students in full time education, studying Fine Art, Applied
Arts, Music or the Performing Arts.

Alison Braithwaite,  Tel: 01386 859442 Alison@evergreenmarketing.co.uk

The Tree of Light

Again this year Broadway will have its own ‘Tree of
Light’ to commemorate those who have passed away. The tree
will shine by the Village Green from 30th November - 6th January
courtesy of The Broadway Hotel.
There may be more than one person you wish to remember.
Application forms for a light on the ‘Tree of Light’ will be
available from the Library and each of the churches in
Broadway. Collect your form and complete details then return it
with your donation, £5 for each name, by 22nd November to:
Dominique Hardiman CTIB, St Camillus, Broadway,WR12 7DE.
The Tree of Light will be switched on during the Carol
Service on 30th November at 6.30pm.

www.broadway-cotswolds.co.uk
http://bridgestobroadway.blogspot.com
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 Nov - Dec 2018

What’s On, Nov - Jan 2019 Events:
EXHIBITIONS
till 19 Dec 10am-4pm Exhibition ‘Through the Eye of a Needle’ - Willard Wigan; Broadway Museum & Art Gallery 859047
till 19 Dec 10am-4pm Exhibition ‘Making an Impression’: Manet, Pissarro & more; B’way Museum/Gallery 01386 859047
till 11 Nov (Tue-Sun 11-4) Furniture Exh. Winners of Student Design Awards; Gordon Russell Museum Broadway 854695
16-25 Nov 10.30am-5pm  ‘Mark Making’ - Group Exhibition; Little Buckland Gallery 01386 853739
NOVEMBER
Tues 6 Nov 6.30pm (Bar) ‘Grease’ (Film 7.15pm); presented by Broadway Cinema Group; Lifford Hall, tickets on door
Sun 11 Nov 10.45am An Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial followed by a service in St Michael’s Church
Mon 12 Nov 7pm Signpost Broadway AGM; URC Broadway
Mon 19 Nov 7pm Broadway History Soc. Talk 'The Allahakbarries’ Non members welcome; Lifford Hall 01386 852913
Tues 27 Nov 7for7.30pm Strg 4tet Dinner Recital Beet/Schub/Smetana; Dumbleton Hall, info/tickets 01386 584539
Th-Sat 29/30/1Dec 7.30pm ‘West End to Broadway’ - Broadway Players/Showstoppers; Lifford Hall, tickets Shoprights/853530
Fri 30 Nov 5.30pm-8.30pm  Broadway Late Night Christmas Shopping, festive food, lights, music & entertainment
Fri 30 Nov 6.30pm (till 6 Jan) ‘Tree of Light’ switch on and Carol Service, Village Green Broadway. Appln forms at Library
DECEMBER
Sat/Sun 1/2 Dec  GWR Santa Specials; steam from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Sun 2 Dec 2.30pm  ‘West End to Broadway’ - Broadway Players/Showstoppers; Lifford Hall, Tickets Shoprights/853530
Tues 4 Dec Nov  6.30pm (Bar) Film 7.15pm - look out for the posters - Broadway Cinema Group; Lifford Hall, tickets on door
Fri 7 Dec 5.30pm-8.30pm  Broadway Late Night Christmas Shopping, festive food, lights, music & entertainment
Sat/Sun 8/9 Dec  GWR Santa Specials; steam Chelt’ham R’course/diesel Toddington Stn, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Mon 10 Dec 7pm Broadway History Soc. Talk 'Farmsteads and Buildings' Non members welcome; Lifford Hall 852913
Sat/Sun 15/16 Dec  GWR Santa Specials; steam Cheltenham R’course/diesel Toddington Station, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Sun 16 Dec 6.30pm Music Makers Carol Concert; St Michael’s Church, Tickets from Hilton’s and Shopwright
Thu/Fri 20/21 Dec  GWR Santa Specials; steam from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Fri/Sat 21/22 Dec  GWR Santa Specials; diesel from Toddington Station, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Sat/Sun/Mon 22/23/24 Dec  GWR Santa Specials; steam from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Wed/Thu/Fri 26/27/28 Dec  GWR Mince Pie specials; all stations, no need to book 01242 621405
Sat/Sun 29/30 Dec  GWR 'Christmas Cracker' (intensive steam/diesel service) all stations 01242 621405
Mon 31 Dec 2018 GWR - Last chance to ride in 2018 01242 621405
JANUARY 2019
Tue 1 Jan 2019  GWR - Last chance to ride this season 01242 621405
Sat 5 Jan 7pm Twelfth Night Concert in St Michael’s Church; Tickets from Dec at Shopwright or 01386 858574
This is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability. Please check with the event
organisers to confirm details.

Where are we?
With justification, Broadway thinks of itself as being in the Cotswolds. The Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
marker, at the northern approach by the corner of Cheltenham Road, puts the village just inside the Cotswold area.
The buildings are largely constructed of the distinctive honey-coloured stone from nearby quarries and, even though
the escarpment does not truly rise until beyond the southern edge, the feeling is very much that of being part of it. But
no-one in his right mind would think it correct to describe Broadway as being in the centre of a region which stretches
from Chipping Campden, which is about five miles away, to beyond Bath, nearly sixty miles distant. So where is the
centre? And why the interest in topography?

Well, it is because I recently read a review in a major broadsheet suggesting that it lies a couple of miles north of Newent. The
article was about the Three Choirs vineyard and the journalist wrote that it lay ‘in the heart of the Cotswolds’. In fact, I recall that it
was said to be ‘nestling in’ both of which expressions almost always leads to a meretricious, inaccurate if not downright dishonest
description. Does it, perhaps, suggest that the hack had not actually been to the place which he claimed to have visited? Or might
a more charitable explanation be that too much of the vineyard’s produce had been sampled during the visit? I can see no other
reason for someone who was about six miles from Ross-on-Wye asserting that he was in the centre of, or even in, the Cotswolds.

Just over ten years ago, a famous model and occasional actress had her wedding in a castle nearby (well, of course you know that
I am referring to Liz Hurley). It was, apparently, a spectacular affair and featured on the front page of the gossip magazine, ‘Hello’.
Possibly filching the information from its pages, a journalist writing in another publication claimed to have been present at the
nuptials which, she reported, had taken place in the beautiful village of Sudeley, ‘nestling in the heart of the Cotswolds’. How could
she have travelled to Winchcombe and believed that the village was called Sudeley?  Again, an explanation might be that the
lavish hospitality had taken its effect.  More likely, she had conjured up her attendance at the ceremony from the comfort and
convenience of her home.

So, ‘nestling in’ and ‘in the heart of’ are terms that trigger suspicion. There are others which do it for me. They can be written off as
hyperbole, but they are, usually, the preface to insincerity. Take, for example, ‘delight’ and ‘excite’. ‘We are delighted to introduce
our exciting new range of’, say, garden tools, plumbing accessories, accounting manuals. No, you are not delighted and they are
not exciting. Unless, of course, you lead an egregiously dull life, you are lying. There are probably many others; suggestions are
welcome.

Martin Wilson (on the edge of the Cotswolds)
Copyright © 2018 Martin Wilson

Wishing all our readers, contributors and volunteers a

very Merry Christmas from the Editorial team.


